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CONFIDENTIAL 


THE BERLIN WALL 


‘The Berlin wall is now a fact of Life. Tt has and will continue to have 
fundamental influences on the everyday life of Berliners and on East-West 
negotiations concerned with the city and issues related to it. The purpose 
of thie report is to describe the wall as it stands today to provide a 
franevork for evaluating incoming intelligence. The miscellany of makeshift 
barriers that comprised the vall in the fall of 1961 has now been replaced by 
permanent ctructures. Changes can still be expected but they probably vill. 
be relatively minor in character and will have little effect on the function 
ing of the wall. 


Evolution of the Wall 


‘he border between East Berlin and West Berlin was adopted by the European 
Advisory Comission on 12 Septenber 190s. It passes through the center of the 
city ina Jagged line that follows the borough boundaries as established by a 
decree of 27 March 1938. Recent grovth of the city, hovever, has shom Little 
regard for these limite. As a result the border in sone plates rune along the 
middle of streets or cuts through buildings and across plots of land. 


ven before 13 August 1961, al1 streets that crossed the border were block 
ea to vehfoular traffic or vere under surveillance ty East German Police. Yer 
cular traffic was checksd but restrietion on pedestrians vas linived £9 an 
gecasional spot check. he S-Fahn (elevated electric railroad) and the U-Bahn 
(inerground electric railroad) also crossed the border st several points. 
Aithough there were facilities for inspection and control of traffic, such 
restrictions as were applied were relatively ineffective, aa the minber of 
refugees attested. 


The sealing of crossing points between Bast and West Berlin began before 
daybreak on 13 August 1961. Initially, the methods and material used were 
fairly crude and expeditious. Beginning about 15 August, however, more per- 
manent barriers vere erected at a few points and later at others, and the 
border began to take on more of the characteristics of a real "wall." 
Brandt mde the first public reference to the border barriers as a “wall” in 
hhis speech to the Bundestag on 1B August, vhen he compared it to the "Great 
Weil of China." On 1 September the Spardauer Volkeblatt, referred to the 
barriers as "Phe Wall of Shane." The title was adopted readily and has been 
used frequently since that time. 


At first, several of the crossing points along the border vere blocked by 
fa single roli of concertina barbed vire stretched across the street and at- 
tached at the ende to buildings or existing walls or fences. Other points 
vere blocked merely by renoving a section of the cobblestone street and placing 
‘the removed stones in layere in front of the excavation. In still other places 
the two methods vere combined. Subsequently, concrete and wooden posts were 
installed and wire fencing vas attached, large concrete slabs and stone con- 
struction began to appear at various points along the wall, and windows and 
doors of Buildings on the border were sealed. Gradually, the hastily construc 
‘ved expedients began to assune the character of the obstacle nov commonly called 
‘the “wall.” 


The evolving wall and its rigid controls prompted several dranatic escapes 
by crashing through the barriers. The Bast German authorities responded ty 
restoring the destroyed portions and tightening security along the wall. Such 
efforts did not reduce appreciably the number of breakthroughs, and on 19 Wo- 
venber another mass construction effort was organized and barriers across 
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Likely avenues of escape vere reinforced. A final crescendo of activity var 
reached on the evening of 3 December, vhen the East Germans commenced vork at 
Friodrichstrasse and other crossing points, strengthening the walls, adding 
traffic mazes, installing tank barriers, and narrowing the passageways for 
vehicles and pedestrians. Throughout the entire process of sealing off the 
border, many residents living near the border were evacuated; hones and garden 
houses ‘were destroyed; anda cleared area vas established to provide the bor- 
der guards with more effective fields of observation and fire. 


Concurrent with the sealing of the border between sectors, the Hast German 
authorities tightened security along the sector/zonal boundary. Double vire 
fences, ploved strips, vatch tovers, and bunkers were constructed, and resi- 
dents were evacuated.’ The borders Of West Berlin are now as tightly, if not 
more tightly, sealed as the international boundaries along the Iron Curtain. 


Characterietics of the Wall 


‘The popular designation of the entire barrier system along the sector 
order as "the val" hes created sone false impressions. Actually, the wall 
is a system of barriers and obstructions of many different types, not @ 
‘single, uniform feature. ‘Throughout its entire length of 43 kilometers 
(about’26-1/2 miles), it closely parallels but does not alvays coincide with 
the sector boundary.” For about 26 kiloseters or 65 percent of its length the 
wall traverses areas that are built up on one or both sides. Tt is in the 
middle section that most of the masonry vall has been built. The rest of the 
border consists of mltiple fences of barbed wire or wire netting, which in 
many places follow such preexisting barriers to east-vest moverent as canals 
or ratlvay enbankments. The main "wall" is generally reinforced by armed 
guards and secondary obstructions such as more masonry, tank barriers, belts 
of torn-up pavenent, cleared strips, and observation posts. Here and there, 
sone fences of light construction seen to bave been erected, minly to cut. 
off visual contact between Hast and West Berliners. Action’ on the announced 
plan to clear a strip 100 meters wide along the border has for the most part 
‘been Limited to the suburban areas at either end of the border, where the 
eledring has consisted minly of removing orchards, gardens, tool sheds, and 
fa relatively small number of private hones. 


In the heart of the city the wall consists almost entizely of masonry or 
the sealed facades of buildings. This stretch, about 13-1/2 kilometers long, 
extends from Just south of Bornholner Strasse to Schilling Brileke, except for 
about 1-1/3 kiloneters vhere the vater barriers forming the boundary are par- 
alleled by barbed-wire fences. 


‘The strongest part of the vall is at the Brandenburg Gate. Here pre- 
fabricated concrete slabs have been arranged in layers forming a vall 7 feet 
high and 6 feet thick vith reinforced steel posts. To the north and south 

of the Brandenburg Gate the masonry vall is made of prefabricated conerete 
slabs about 1 foot thick. At sharp curves and awkward corners, smaller con- 
crete blocks are used; they are aleo used to add extra height to parts of the 
wall. In most places the vall averages 8 feet high, but along Bernater Strasse 
parts of it are 10 feet high, and along the French cesetery, even higher. Gen= 
erally the vall is topped ty Y-shaped iron rods strung vith barbed wire. Pre- 
viously existing walls have been used as primuy barriers in those areas of the 
city where they vere conveniently situated and suitably constructed. Barbed 
wire and, in some cases, broken glass have been added. Masonry barriers also 
extend for about 4.3 kilometers along the vestern edge of Treptow and for an 
slmost equal length around the VEB Borgnann-Borsig plant in Wilhelmeruh. 


Road blocks now wall off all but 7 of the 80 former border-crossing points. 
‘At these authorized crossing points, obstructions have been placed across the 
road, forming a mize with relatively narrow openings to facilitate control of 
vehicular traffic. 


‘Tank barriers consisting of heavy steel tripods anchored in the road vith 
cenent back up the masonry vall at several places. One stretch of tank barzi- 
ers runs fron Voss Strasse south of the Reichstag ruins to Stressenann Strasse. 
Others are located on Zimmerstrasse at Wilhelm Strasse and at Friedrichetrasce, 
on Sebastian Strasse, and along the S-Bahn tracks between Wilhensruh and 
‘Sehtinholz. 


Wherever the border in Berlin follows along vatervays (a total of 13.3 
Kfloneters), the barrier characteristics of the vatervay have been exploited, 
‘and have been reinforced on one or both banks by Darbed-wire fences and in 
Places by stone valls. Stationary or mobile guird poste provide additional 
Feinforcement. Railroad Lines and yards, which parallel the intracity border 
for about 10.3 kilometers, have barbed-wire fences on one oF both sides. In 
sone places Tail esianiments also have been exploited ae barriers 


There is considerable variety in the way fences are employed as barri- 
ers. In sone places they are the primary obstacle; in other places they are 
subsidiary obstacles. The barbed-vire fences consist of 6 to 8 strands of 
heavy barbed vire mounted on sturdy reinforced concrete posts. In many places 
they are erected in a systen of 2, 3, or 4 parallel fences, 6 to 7 feet high. 
The area along the fences may be lighted at night. In other places, chain- 
ink fences are topped by barbed vire. Barbed-wire cotls are now used to 
back up primary barriers: 


In the suburbs, cleared areas have been established to permit better con- 
trol of the barriers. Former garden colonies -- such as Schiinholz, Dahein, 
Spacthsfelde, Grueneck, and An Relpfuhl -- have been cleared of trees, tool 
sheds, or anything else that might obstruct the view from the observation 
towers. 


ALL these physical barriers are policed by a large complement of Soviet 
and/or Zast German security personnel. ‘The guards are dlsposed in both 
stationary and mobile units. Stationary poste include a number of obser- 
vation posts at strategic points, particularly in suburban and semirural 
areas. Within the inner clty, observation posts are also located on the 
top floors of some buildings.’ An East German observation post has even 
been established on the facade of the Church of the Atonezent. Other 
stationary posts quard sensitive and vulnerable areas, primarily street 
Intersections. Mobile guards patrol the barriers. Their mobility -- the 
uncertainty as to their location at any given moment -- provides the phys- 
cal. barriers with additional security. 


By virtue of the wall, the sector boundary has acquired the aura of an 
international boundary without a change in its legal status. Tt functions 
effectively and is now almost as much a part of the Iron Curtain as any of 
the legally recognized international boundaries dividing East fron West. 

The recent erection of buildings at several crossing points, presumbly to 
be used in implementing the new Hast German customs lav vhen finally enacted, 
is another step in the direction of making the sector boundary function as 
fan international boundary. 


AUTHORIZED BORDER CROSSING POTHTS* 


MEMBERS OF DIPLOMATIC CORPS 
‘AND OCCUPATION FORCES ONLY 
Friedrichstrasse 


ow" Bormholnerstrasse 
Heinrich Heine Strasse 


WES? BERLIWERS ONLY 
Chausseestrasce 
Invalidenstraese 
Oberbaumbruecke 
Sonnen Allee 


OF 13 AUGUST NOW CLOSED 
Koperihagenerstrasce 
Wollankstrasse 
Brunnenstragse 
Brandenburger Tor 
Puschkin Allee 
Elsenstrasse 
Rudoverstrasse 


* Authorized Hast Germans and Eat Berliners 
presumably can cross at any border points still 


open. 
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OBSERVATION TOWERS ALONG THE SECTOR BORDER 
BETWEEN EAST AND WEST BERLIN 
Between Blankenfelder Chausee and Schildower Weg (Lubars)— 
(25 Nov. 1961). 


© Atthe curve in Houptetrase in Rosenthal 600m from the sector 
boundary. 


© In the factory arse of VEB Bergmann-Barsig northwest of S-Bahnhof Be 


Wilhelmsruh there are 4 towers. (2 are old, the third was put up about 
2 Oct. 1961, the 4th was put up about 21 Nov. 1961). 


© ust northest of he S-Bahnhof Wollankstraste (12 Dec. 1961). 

© inthe cemetery 200m sarth of Sandkrugbrdcks (5 Nov. 1961). 

© On the drainage canal between Freiorchen- and Treptower Bricks 
(15 Now. 1961). 

© Ar treptower Bricke (17 Nov. 1961), 

@® tohmihtenptetz (28 Nov. 1961). 

©@ Teeptow the corer of Heidelberger Strasse (5 Dec. 1961) 

Hafen Britz (9 Sept. 1961). 

@} bere Maxson Srickeond Et Klerk about 0m fom 
the Teltow Canal. (11 Jon. 1956). 

@ 300m north of Massante Briicke (15 Dec. 1961) 
Near Dankmersteig opposite the US Army Installation in Rudow 
Sept. 1961) 
500 novtheast of the junction of Deutschtolar Strasse with the sector 
boundary (Rudow). (12 Sept. 1961). 
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4/2 i480 
SECRET 


29 March 1962 
MEMORANDUM FOR: | 25X1A 
SUBJECT: ORR Study of Berlin Wall 


1. Several weeks ago an ORR Geographic Study of the 
Berlin Wall was received by the Berlin Task Force and 


greatly appreciated. At the time the Task Force requested @™ 


an updating of this study and its reissue classified no 
higher than "Official Use Only" if at all possible. 
Distribution by the Task Force both in the U.S. and to 
members of the Quadripartite Subgroups would thereby 

be possible. 


2. I would like therefore to request that a second 
edition of the Study on the Berlin wall be made, to include 
information up to 31 March. The map information should be 
brought up to date and completed. The text should be 
omitted or should cover only such matters as would be of 
particular interest to persons who have been working for 
some time on the Berlin problem. (The text of the original 
edition was a good introduction to the Berlin wall but not 
particularly needed by persons who have been working on the 
problem.) Photographs, if any, should also be brought up 


to date or, if anything, made more numerous in lieu of text. 


completion date for this_re 
to the Berlin Task Force 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY - 
Geography Division, ORR 


Project Initiation Menorandux 


Project Noo: 63.2005 
3 April 1962 


Subject of Proposed Projects The Berlin Wall 


1. 
2. Statement of Problem: A layout including a map of the East-West Berlin 
sector border and photographs of critical points, together with ex- 
planatory text, to be published, The object is to update the information 
contained in CIA/RR GM 62-1 to 31 March or later. This would not be a 
Geographic Intelligence Memorandum, however, and textual material will 25X1 
be held to e minimum. 
3. Requester: Berlin task Force] 
h, Wesponsible Anslyst: [ | 0G/E 25X1A 
5S. Kind and Extent of Cooperation Desired From: 
25X1 
6. Estimated Manhours in D/aG: 0 
7. Probable Completion Date: kh May 1962 
8, Probable Form of Final Publication: CIA/RR GP 
9, Recommendations for Distribution of Finished Report: To requester ani 
recipients of GM 62-1. 
10. Comments: Classification to be no higher than For Official Use Only. 
25X1A 
Approved: ; 
7 Lee «er K Cf CRS 
eee eee 
Chief, Geographic Research Date 
assistant Director, : IA-RBHS4-08825R000100290001-4 
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